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demands were conceded, whereupon similar steps were taken by the
Heimwehr organizations in the provinces of Upper Austria, Styria
and Burgenland. This campaign for the introduction of more
authoritarian government in the provinces was apparently designed
to exert pressure upon Dr. Dollfuss and to convince "him of the
desirability of ranging himself definitely in the Heimwehr camp.
Dr. Dollfuss visited Budapest on the 7th and 8th February, 1934,
and on his return to Vienna on the 9th he received the Heimwehr
leaders; but the result of the discussions was not made public.
Meanwhile Major Fey, who had been appointed to the supreme con-
trol of the executive forces of the state in the middle of January,1
had been carrying out a series of measures which could hardly fail to
convince the Socialists that the Heimwehr intended to settle accounts
with them without further delay. During the first eight days of
February2 raids in search of arms were carried out on Socialist
premises by police and Heimwehr auxiliaries. These raids were
reported to have resulted in the discovery of large stores of explosives
and weapons, including machine guns and bombs,3 and the Heimwehr
press declared that a cBolshevist-Marxist5 plot had been uncovered.
On the 10th February Major Fey deprived the Socialist Mayor of
Vienna, Herr Seitz, and other municipal officials of their powers in
regard to the maintenance of security and nominated the Police
President as Public Safety Commissioner for the city. On the llth
February Major Fey addressed a Heimwehr parade, and he was
reported to have said in. the course of his speech that he had made
certain during the last two days that Dr. Dollfuss was with them,
and that the process of 'cleaning up Austria' would begin on the
12th February. It was not surprising if this speech, following on the
events of the previous few days, made the Socialists decide that

1  See p. 452, above.

2  There was a rumour, which was given considerable currency at the time,
that the signal for the attack on the Socialists was the fall of Monsieur Daladier's
Government in France on the 7th February.

3  It was well known that supplies of arms and munitions (some of them
brought back in 1918 by soldiers who had served in the War, and some
smuggled into Yienna more recently) were concealed in the municipal tenements
in Vienna and in other premises occupied by Socialists.  It has been indicated
(see p. 431 n., above) that the Socialists felt aggrieved because periodical
searches for such arms were carried out while no attempt was made to deprive
the Heimwehr of weapons which were no less illegally in their possession.
The argument that the Schutzbund's stock of munitions was material evidence
of their intention to make an armed rising was contested by certain of the
Socialist leaders such as Dr. Otto Bauer and Dr. Julius Deutsch, who escaped
from the country after the fighting was over. They pointed out tliat if they
had desired to overthrow the Government by force of arms there was every
reason why they should have acted before February 1934.